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The  number  of  frozen  food  locker  plants  in  the  United  States  totalled 
10,854  in  January  1954,  a  decline  of  1  percent  during  1953. 

Locker  Plant  Count  by  States 
January  1,  1954 


Alabama 

72 

Maine 

19 

Ohio 

434 

Arizona 

47 

Maryland 

40 

Oklahoma 

256 

Arkansas 

94 

Massachusetts 

22 

Oregon 

489 

California 

488 

Michigan 

325 

Pennsylvania 

281 

Connecticut 

53 

Minnesota 

661 

Rhode  Island 

5 

Colorado 

206 

Mississippi 

70 

South  Carolina 

60 

Delaware 

10 

Missouri 

460 

South  Dakota 

292 

Florida 

72 

Montana 

243 

Tennessee 

109 

Georgia 

111 

Nebraska 

510 

Texas 

479 

Idaho 

169 

Nevada 

15 

Utah 

139 

Illinois 

529 

New  Hampshire 

19 

Vermont 

46 

Indiana 

333 

New  Jersey 

55 

Virginia 

71 

Iowa 

827 

New  Mexico 

53 

Washington 

683 

Kansas 

515 

New  York 

252 

West  Virginia 

17 

Kentucky 

101 

North  Carolina 

99 

Wisconsin 

653 

Louisiana 

34 

North  Dakota 

254 

Wyoming 

82 

Since  the  peak  year  in  numbers,  1951,  there  has  been  a  decline  of  about 
750  plants.  In  spite  of  this  decline  —  a  situation  frequently  occur- 
ring after  rapid  growth  in  a  new  industry  such  as  this  —  the  majority 
of  locker  plants  have  expanded  their  services  and  increased  their  volume 
of  business . 

Yesterday's  locker  plant  primarily  furnished  zero  storage  and  limited 
custom  processing  services,  largely  to  farmers.  Today's  locker  plant 
has  become  a  community  frozen  food  center  in  many  localities.  Such 
plants  provide  complete  processing,  storing,  and  marketing  services, 
not  only  to  locker  patrons,  but  to  an  increasing  number  of  home  freezer 
users,  institutions,  and  other  outlets. 

Zero  storage  space  in  locker  plants  and  in  homes  totals  nearly  115  mil- 
lion cubic  feet,  or  about  40  percent  of  all  net  zero  storage  space  in 
the  country.  This  zero  holding  space  is  capable  of  storing  at  one  time 
nearly  2h  billion  pounds  of  perishable  food.  The  control  of  this  stor- 
age space  by  consumers  is  changing  buying  and  eating  habits  of  many 


families.  Instead  of  buying  foods  in  small  quantities,  many  housewives 
are  able  to  effect  savings  through  the  purchase  of  frozen  food  in  whole- 
sale quantities.  Locker  plants  perform  an  important  function  in  this  new 
method   of   food  merchandising. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  yearly  total  of  frozen  food  locker  plants 
since  1938.  The  counts  for  1953  and  1954  were  compiled  by  the  Farmer 
Cooperative  Service,  as  of  January.  Information  for  earlier  years  was 
compiled  by  the  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  of 
July  each  year. 

Number   of   frozen   food  locker   plants 
operating  by  years,    1938-1954 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Year 

plants 

Year 

plants 

Year 

plants 

1938 

1,269 

1944 

5,282 

1950 

11,569 

1939 

1,861 

1945 

6,484 

1951 

11,608 

1940 

2,870 

1946 

8,025 

1952 

11,427 

1941 

3,623 

1947 

9,529 

1953 

10,954 

1942 

4,323 

1948 

10,617 

1964 

10 ,  854 

1943 

4,559 

1949 

11,245 

Note:  Appreciation  Is  expressed  to  officials  of  State  Departments  of  Agriculture,  and  State 
Extension  Services  for  their  cooperation  In  providing  Information,  and  to  Miriam 
Cleveland  of  the  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  for  assistance  In  assembling  data  In  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 
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